Postoperative splinting of the pediatric upper extremity.
The protective splint described above provides appropriate immobilization and protection for our postoperative pediatric population. The major advantages of this splint over plaster of paris include direct access to the wound, easy reapplication, and unnecessary use of the plaster-cast saw. In addition, thermoplastic splints are lightweight, less bulky, more durable, water-resistant, and easily remolded. The therapist's approach to the patient and parents is of utmost importance and will affect the outcome of the splint. In conclusion, postoperative pediatric splinting can be a challenging experience that requires a significant amount of patience, knowledge, and creativity on the part of the hand therapist.